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ESTAB L I SH I N G TH E
TALLG R ASS PR AI R I E N ATI O N AL PR ESERVE
Efforts to establish some sort of national prairie park
go back to the 1920s. In 1930 Victor E. Shelford of
the University of Illinois proposed that a large area of
grassland on the Nebraska-South Dakota border be
taken into the national park system. His suggestion
went unheeded, and it was not until the later 1950s
that interest again began to grow.
In 1958, as a result of a nine-state study by G.W. Tomanek and F.W. Albertson
of Fort Hays State University, the National Park Service proposed to establish a
34,000 acre national prairie park east of Tuttle Creek Reservoir near Manhattan,
Kansas. Two years later the National Park Service added 23,000 acres to the
proposal to assist in flood control plans after the severe flood of 1951. Opposition
from Kansas farmers and ranchers was strong, however, crystallizing in a
confrontation that drew national attention when Secretary of the Interior Stewart
Udall and National Park Service Director Conrad Wirth, arriving by helicopter to
meet a tour guide to the proposed site, were met instead by rancher Carl Bellinger,
who ordered them off his leased property at gunpoint.
In 1971, interest in a park grew when Kansas Senator James Pearson and
Representative Larry Winn each introduced legislation to establish a 60,000-acre
prairie national park with an unspecified Flint Hills location. Initial opposition
was led by the Kansas Livestock Association (KLA), supplemented two years later
opposite:
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